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The Inspiration 
of the Bible 
by Lehman Strauss 
The Meaning of Inspiration. There are teachers 
among us who seem too willing to surrender the 
time-honored Biblical meaning. of inspiration. 
Their new attitude toward the Bible grew out of 
their demand for a new doctrine of inspiration. 
Neo-orthodoxy would have all Christians aban-
don the Scriptural teaching about inspiration and 
accept its new theology. But if we do this we will 
then be judging the Bible on the basis of what cer-
tain "scientists" and "scholars" have said con-
cerning it. This I am not ready to do, and I am 
quite aware that my position is not a popular one 
among some religious leaders of our day. 
Now where should one begin in his quest for 
the meaning of inspiration? I do not hesitate in in-
sisting that the first place where one must go to 
learn the meaning of the inspiration of the Bible is 
to the Bible itself. We cannot accept merely what 
is acceptable to modern man. Our generation has 
witnessed the growing exaltation of man and his 
intellectual powers to the degree that some men 
are looked upon as knowing more than God. Let 
us come back to the Bible and accept the concept 
of inspiraton which is based solely upon the 
teaching of the Bible. When the Biblical meaning 
of inspiration is accepted, there can be no mistak-
en identity. 
Someone might raise the objection that it is 
"circular" to appeal to the Bible for its own 
authentication and vindication, meaning that to 
appeal to Scripture in support of Scripture is to 
argue in a circle. Any court will recognize that a 
man has a right to testify in his own behalf. Now 
we know that it is possible for every man to lie, or 
to deceive, or to be prejudiced. But because the 
Bible is the Word ofGod, and God, because of 
Who He is cannot lie (Titus 1 :2), most certainly 
the Bible's witness to its inspiration ought, there-
fore, to be accepted as trustworthy. · 
The Bible claims for itself total inspiration. 
All Scripture is the product of the breathing of 
God Who is the first and final cause of Scripture 
and of all things. "By the word of the LORD were 
the heavens made; and all the host of them by the 
breath of his mouth" (Psalms 33:6). "And the 
LORD God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living soul" (Genesis 
2:7). "The Spirit of God hath made me, and the 
breath of the Almighty hath given me life" (Job 
33:4). This graphic figure of speech tells us that 
God employed the same movement in the crea-
tion of the universe, man and the Scriptures, 
namely, the activity of His Spirit or Breath. 
When the three American astronauts were cir-
cling the moon, the first humans ever to do so, 
they alternated reading aloud the divinely in-
spired record of creation as found in Genesis, 
chapter one. In so doing they were paying the 
same reverence and respect to the Scriptures that 
they attributed to God and His vast creation. And 
rightly so, because both the universe and the 
Scriptures proceeded from Him. 
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Beautiful Future 
Heavenly Father, up above, 
Help me gain through prayer and love. 
Heavenly Father, help me see 
The beautiful future you have for me. 
It's so beautiful, God. I feel it now. 
Through gracious love you've shown me how. 
Soon I'll have life abundant and free. 
Throughout eternity, my Jesus and me. 
Phil Said 
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Sunshine 
Beautiful sunshine on 
A day so cold 
Brings sunshine to the heart 
And warmth to the soul. 
The beautiful sunshine 
On this cold winter day 
Warms the heart of God's children 
He watches over each day. 
What would we do 
Without the sunshine so warm 
And the love of our Savior 
Who watches over His own. 
C. F. Bartlet 
by Dr. James T. Jeremiah 
THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH. 
Do It Right Anyway 
Sometime ago the newspapers told the 
thrilling story of how a Negro, Douglas Johnson, 
found $240,000 in the street, then returned it to 
the armored car firm which had lost it. He re-
ceived a $10,000 reward from the grateful com-
pany. Then the publicity about his act reached the 
populace all over the world, and he received let-
ters calling him a "fool," "stupid," and other 
names much worse, some of them unprintable. 
His children were insulted at school and on the 
street. One of his sons became so despondent 
over the taunts of his classmates that he ran away 
from home to escape them. The abuse was so vi-
triolic that Johnson eventually declared he 
wished he had "thrown the money down a sewer 
or burned it." As a result, Johnson made the 
headlines a second time as newspapers reported 
his strange predicament. World-wide letters of 
commendation and encouragement began to pour 
in. Folks who approved his action in the first 
place wrote to say they were sorry they had not 
written before. The tide of public sentiment had 
completely changed, seemingly; and Johnson 
was happy again! 
This is a reminder of an age-old truth: Do 
right because it IS right, not because it is popular. 
Doing right is often highly unpopular. John the 
Baptist got his head cut off doing right. Stephen 
did right and was stoned to death. Jeremiah did 
right and was thrown into a pit. Joseph did right 
and was rejected by his brothers who sold him in-
to slavery. Moses did right and he had to flee the 
country. Daniel did right and he ended up in a 
lion's den. Paul and Silas did right and they 
found themselves beaten and cast into jail. Shad-
rach, Meschech, and Abednego did right and 
they wound up in the fiery furnace. 
Do right not because it is popular or because 
you stand to gain by so doing, but do right just be-
cause it IS right. If you act on the principles of 
personal gain or popularity, you may decide to do 
WRONG since everything seems to go so well 
with the wicked! 
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re-
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold, from your vain conversation received by 
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ as of a-lamb without blemish and 
without spot ... Being born again not of corrupti-
ble seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of 
God which liveth and abideth forever" (I Peter 
1: 18, 19,23). 
It is impossible to escape the consequences 
of doing wrong. The Christian who does right is 
just as certain of future reward. Why spend your 
time preparing for punishment when you can Ii ve 
your years in prospect of praise. 
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Never Take It For Granted 
No one--even the wealthy, the brilliant, and 
the famous--should take it for granted when it 
comes to the disposition of his or her estate. 
One notable person who did was actor John 
Wayne. When he died in June, 1979, he left a 
Will. Undoubtedly the Will was made years ago 
or he underestimated the extent of his estate. It 
has been reported that some of his Arizona real 
estate valued at over $30 million was being sold 
to pay estate taxes. 
Son Michael Wayne, co-executor of the es-
tate, commented on his father's carelessness in 
this way: "He never thought he was going to die." 
It is sad to see the number of Christians who 
are as neglectful as Mr. Wayne in their estate 
planning--though on a much smaller scale. 
Loved ones suffer unnecessarily in these situa-
tions. 
To make sure your estate goes where you 
want it to, an up-to-date Will is a valuable docu-
ment. Our free brochure, "Where There's a Will 
There's a Way," is available for your reading. 
For your copy write to: 
Thought: 
Living Springs 
P. 0. Box 601 
Cedarville, Ohio 45314 
Humility is something you lose the moment you 
think you have it. 
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Robin 
Alice Coulter is a prime example of how a 
senior citizen can be an effective witness in the 
office as well as at home. She has shared the love 
of Christ with many of her fellow workers, as 
well as those in her family. 
She is a Quality Specialist Analyst at India-
na Lumberman's Companies in Indianapolis. In 
other words, she is a specialist in auditing com-
puter data. Having worked there for twenty 
years, she is a well-qualified laborer. She is re-
spected and well-liked by her co-workers. But, 
that respect is not only for the good job she does, 
it is also for the stand she takes for Jesus Christ 
her Lord. 
Due to working overtime, Alice has little 
time to be involved in Christian Services such as 
Bible Studies and visitations. However, she 
makes good use of her time at work by witnessing 
to her fellow laborers, not only in her words, but 
in her day-to-day living. 
Born in Butler, Pennsylvania, on April 8, 
1917, Alice came from a large family of five sis-
ters and two brothers. Marrying at a young age, 
she soon started her own family. She and her hus-
band had three girls: Paddi, Kaye, and Debbie. 
They were a devout Catholic family. 
It wasn't until May 19, 1968, that Alice 
realized that she was a sinner and accepted Christ 
as her personal Savior. Her daughter Kaye had 
been witnessing to her, and asked her pastor, 
Rev. Donald Tyler, to go out and visit Alice. 
He went to the home and presented the plan 
Thought: 
If your Christianity is wor 
proclaiming. 
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of salvation. But Satan caused many interrup-
tions that night. The next night the pastor went 
back and again presented the plan of salvation to 
her. She responded positively to his questions 
pertaining to her wanting to accept the Lord. On 
the same evening her husband Richard also ac-
cepted Christ as his Lord and Savior. 
The following Sunday, Alice went forward 
in a profession of faith. (She was in her new 
church, Bethesda Baptist, in Brownsburg, India-
na.) She quickly claimed Psalms 23 as a guide to 
her life. Three months later, on the same night, 
Alice, Richard, and their daughter, Debbie, were 
all baptized. 
When asked how the Lord had been guiding 
her life since the night of her salvation, Alice re-
sponded sincerely. "He guides me to keep in har-
mony with Him, to remain faithful. He helps me 
to witness to friends and people with whom I 
work. He helps me not to be ashamed that I am a 
Christian. Since I cannot see my children or 
grandchildren often, I pray for them continuously 
that God will always lead in their lives." 
Alice is truly a servant dedicated to the 
Lord. I personally know her--and admire her. I 
would also like to publicly thank her for being 
such a strong Christian example in my life. 
Thanks, Grandma! 
I Timothy 4: 12 states, "Let no man despise 
thy youth, but be thou an example of the believer 
in word, in conversation, in love, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity." 
1 possessing, it's worth 
c/Note GWorthy 
by LoAnna Hamilton 
If one were to read just the words of many 
hymns, he would find some beautiful poetry. 
Mary Lathbury wrote many beautiful lyrics that 
leave the reader with a sense of awe and honor to-
ward God and a desire to humble the soul and 
worship Him. 
Mary Lathbury was born in 1841 in Man-
chester, New York. She had talents in art and in 
writing even at a very young age. She felt led to 
dedicate her talents to God and use them in Chris-
tian service. 
In 1874 Mary was asked by Dr. John Vin-
cent, the leader of the Chautauqua Institution, to 
compose lyrics for songs for the institution. She 
then gained the name "lyrist of Chautauqua." 
One of her most well known hymns, "Break 
Thou the Bread of Life," was fittingly written by 
the shores of Lake Chautauqua. Read below the 
first two verses of this beautiful hymn. 
Break Thou the Bread of Life, 
Dear Lord, to me, 
As Thou didst break the loaves 
Beside the sea; 
Beyond the sacred page 
I seek Thee, Lord; 
My spirit pants for Thee, 
0 living Word! 
Bless Thou the truth, dear Lord. 
To me, to me, 
As Thou didst bless the bread 
By Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, 
All fetters fall; 
And I shall find my peace, 
My All-in-all! 
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Samuel .. . 
The Listening Servant 
(Part 2 of a 4 part series) 
by Paul Sewell 
"Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy ser-
vant heareth" I Samuel 3:W. These words are a 
modest and simple reply, but likewise a model 
for all Israel. 
Samuel was a gift from God to his mother 
Hannah, and she had promised his service to Je-
hovah. He was initiated to the temple as a young 
boy and he learned directly under the high priest 
Eli. Samuel had not yet known the Lord when he 
was called during the night (I Samuel 3). God's 
message to the young lad was that of doom for 
Eli's house. In essence, the late night visit from 
God was two-fold--a pronouncement against the 
sin of Eli's ministry, and a formal calling of Sa-
muel as Israel's future leader. 
Samuel was now to be the prophet of the 
Lord--chosen while yet a boy, but now the chief 
of a nation. He was called above many and was _ 
prone to natural danger. However, the God who 
placed him there sustained him there. 
There are four areas in which Samuel served 
Jehovah. First was his unconditional subordina-
tion to God's service. He served as Eli's helper in 
the temple. He opened the doors each morning 
and trimmed the lamps at night (I Samuel 3:1-3). 
His faithful service during such tender years is a 
sign of a well adapted character. This was essen-
tial for God's calling in order for the young lad to 
become the vessel of God's communications 
with his people. Samuel's youth will also prove 
the calling is from God ... his only training is 
from Eli. 
Samuel also exhibited a subdued body and 
temperament. He was aroused from silent sleep 
with the attitude of a servant (I Samuel 3:4-9). 
His mind overcame his body. He reacted to the 
wishes of Eli without a ruffled spirit. His early 
spiritual training had taught him that the body 
was the servant rather than the master. 
The message to Samuel from God was not 
pleasant for Eli. Samuel feared to tell his instruc-
tor of Jehovah's vision. But the young lad trusted 
in God for the outcome and told Eli all that God 
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had communicated during the night (I Samuel 
3:11-18). 
The young temple assistant was now the 
called servant of God. He was now not only sub-
ordinate and subdued as a servant, he also had a 
third quality . . . a stronghold concerning the 
Word of God. He held God to His Word and ma-
tured in the ministry of Jehovah. In return, God 
blessed the words of Samuel the prophet (I Sa-
muel 3:19). 
One can be called by God and even blessed 
of God without having an external influence upon 
people. Samuel made sure that his faith became a 
living testimony. His fourth area of service was 
in his statement of faith to the Word of God (I Sa-
muel 3:20). All who knew Samuel knew his spir-
itual standing. 
Through the simple submissive act of listen-
ing for the instruction of God, Samuel became a 
dominant leader of Israel. Samuel is a testimony 
for all of us. He listened, heard, and applied 
God's Word to his life. He was tender to the in-
struction of his Heavenly Father. May our daily 
cry be that of Samuel, "Speak Lord, for the ser-
vant heareth." 
A Soft Answer 
by Marla Waddle 
This month's soft answer ... "Ponder the Path" 
Often when we find ourselves in a different 
situation, the tendency is to stop and ask, "How 
did I get into such a mess?" When we asked what 
happened we are inclined to say things like, "My 
feet just took me where I should not have been, 
before I realized what was going on!" 
The truth is that our feet can never carry us 
anywhere our minds do not order them to go. 
Problems come when we neglect to ponder the 
path we set our feet upon and consider its conse-
quences for us before we pursue it. Proverbs 4:26 
suggests for us to "Ponder the path of thy feet, 
and let all thy ways be established." 
The idea is that if we give every possible 
consideration to the paths before us, we'll find 
the one offering the most benefits. Refusing to let 
anything knock us off course will enable us to ar-
rive unspotted at the destination of God's bles?-
mg. 
Quizzle by Rich Connors 
Love receives a great amount of emphasis during this 
month of February. Therefore, this puzzle presents differ-
ent aspects of God's love for us and its reflection in our 
lives . 
Directions : 
1. Solve the crossword in the traditional fashion . 
2. Unscramble the encircled letters to find a special 
spiritual truth centering on this theme . 
Across 
2. They shall ---,-- who love thee . (Psalm 122:6) 
5 . A ___ lovethatalltimes. (Proverbs 17:17) 
8. ___ hath not seen the things prepared for the be-
loved of God. (I Corinthians 2:9) 
9. In love , God laid down His ___ for us. 
(I John 3: 16) 
10 . Love one ___ . (John 15: 12) 
12. Love the Lord, thy God, with all thy __ _ 
(Matthew 22:37) 
13. In love, God sent His only ___ Son. (I John 4:9) 
Down 
I. Our love is manifest in that we may have ___ in 
the day of judgment. (I John 4: 17) 
2. The Lord,-:-,,,....,,....- those who love Him. 
(Psalm 145:20 
3. Love your . (Luke 6:27) 
4. He that loveth his ___ abideth in the light. 
(I John 2: I 0) 
6. Love· never ___ . (I Corinthians 13 :8) 
7. Love not the-,---· (I John 2: 15) 
11. We love Him because He loved us. 
~ 
lo. 
(I John 4 : 19) 
Spiritual Truth: 
Looking at God's Creation 
by Sharon Lahaie 
Within the human chest lies 
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000000000. 
the most efficient pump ever creat- body are constantly changing, yet 
ed. This seemingly tireless pump the heart automatically responds. 
begins pulsating and moving blood Should it stop working, or its func-
through the developing tissues be- tioning be impaired beyond certain 
fore birth and it functions cease- limits, death would occur within 
lessly until death. minutes. 
The fist-sized heart lies in a Just as physical life depends 
slanting position near the middle of upon the heart functioning correct-
the chest completely enclosed by a ly, so spiritual life is dependent up-
thin sac called the pericardium on the heart. It is with the heart 
which protects the heart from rub- ------------ man believes unto righteousness 
bing against the lungs and wall of the chest. This (Romans 10: 10). His spiritual life begins the mo-
pump is linked by 100,000 miles of pipelines menthe believes with his heart on the Lord Jesus 
(veins and arteries) to all parts of the body. They Christ. Out of this new heart flow rivers of living 
ensure a continuous flow of oxygen-rich blood to water (John 7:38). Our spiritual relationship 
our vital organs. Pumping five quarts of blood creates a desire to know God. We are com-
every 60 seconds, and beating more than 70 times manded to love and serve Him with all our hearts, 
per minute, this organ does enough work in one and with thanksgiving for our salvation our hearts 
hour to lift 1 ½ tons more than one foot off the burst forth with love desiring to serve the Master. 
ground. The demands made upon the heart by the 
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But whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never 
thirst; but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life . 
iohn4:4 
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Across ' Down 
2 . prosper I. boldness 
5. fri end 2 . preserveth 
8. eye 3 . enemies 
9. life 4 . brother 
10. another 6. fa ile th 
12. heart 7. world 
13. begotten 11. first 
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